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DR. INGRID JOHNSRUDE 
Friday October 1st, 8:30 – 10:00 am 

What is Listening Effort? 

"Listening effort" is a concept that is receiving an increasing amount of attention by researchers and 

others in the field of hearing health care. Rightfully so: it may explain important differences in 

behavioural decisions made by those with hearing 

impairment -- for example, to wear fitted hearing 

aids, and/or to continue to engage in social 

situations. In this presentation, I will draw on recent 

research that explores listening effort as experienced 

by the listener, and as responded to by the brain. I 

will also suggest ways in which it might be mitigated.  

Audience members will gain a better understanding 

of what listening effort is, both experientially and 

neurobiologically so as to explain it to individuals 

with hearing loss.  

Speaker Bio: Dr. Johnsrude is Western Research Chair at 

University of Western Ontario, and Director of Western’s 

Brain and Mind Institute. She trained as a clinical 

neuropsychologist, and for the last 20 years has been using 

neuroimaging and psychoacoustic methods to study 

auditory and speech perception. She is the author of over 

100 publications, cited over 25000 times. Her most 

significant contributions are related to methods of brain 

functional and structural measurement using magnetic 

resonance imaging (MRI), and the organization of the auditory 

system and brain for speech and hearing. 

Speaker Disclosure: Dr. Ingrid Johnsrude has not had any relevant financial or non-financial relationships during 

the past 12 months. 

 

Dr. Josée Lagacé 
Vendredi 1er octobre 2021, 8h30 à 10h00 

Évaluation de la capacité à percevoir la parole dans le bruit: une affaire 
d’audiologiste! 

L’importance d’évaluer la capacité à percevoir la parole dans le bruit dans le cadre des évaluations 

audiologiques de base ne fait plus l’objet de débat. Pourtant, les batteries d’épreuves couramment 



 

 

2021 VIRTUAL CONFERENCE / CONFÉRENCE VIRTUELLE 2021 

administrées ne comprennent souvent que l’audiométrie tonale et vocale dans le silence, et ce, malgré 

les limites bien connues de cette pratique et un nombre de plus en plus grand de tests mesurant la 

perception de la parole dans le bruit. Plusieurs raisons peuvent expliquer cette situation, soit par 

exemple, la sélection du meilleur test qui n’est toujours pas évidente, l’absence de données normatives 

pour la population visée et les contraintes de temps.  

Cette présentation a pour but d’aider les audiologistes à choisir le test, ou le protocole de mesure de la 

capacité à percevoir la parole dans le bruit, qui conviendra le mieux aux besoins de sa clientèle. Ainsi, les 

différentes caractéristiques des épreuves de perception de la parole dans le bruit qui sont sur le marché 

et des protocoles de mesure qui sont proposés dans la 

littérature, seront revus, de même que les forces et 

limites de chacun. Enfin, puisque la réalité 

démographique du pays fait en sorte qu’une grande part 

de la population parle plus d’une langue, une partie de la 

présentation portera sur les bonnes pratiques concernant 

l’évaluation de la reconnaissance de la parole dans le 

bruit chez les personnes bi- ou multilingues. Enfin, des 

scénarios cliniques seront présentés pour faciliter 

l’intégration des connaissances. 

Biographie du conférencier:  Josée Lagacé, Ph. D., est 

professeure agrégée au Programme d’audiologie et 

d’orthophonie à l’École des sciences de la réadaptation 

depuis 2009. Son intérêt de recherche principal porte sur 

la perception de la parole en présence de bruits 

compétitifs, particulièrement chez les populations 

francophones. 

Dans le cadre de ses activités de recherche, elle vise à 

mieux comprendre les difficultés sous-jacentes aux problèmes 

d’écoute dans le bruit en contribuant entre autres, à la conception d’outils d’évaluation comme le Test 

de Mots dans le Bruit (TMB) qui est utilisé dans différents milieux cliniques au pays, et le Test canadien 

de triplets de chiffres (TCTC) qui sert à différentes études. Ses travaux visent également à développer 

des stratégies de réadaptation efficaces et fondées sur des données probantes, permettant de pallier les 

difficultés d’écoute. 

Même si la recherche est une grande source de motivation, Josée Lagacé est passionnée par 

l’enseignement. En tant que professeure, superviseure de thèse et de projets de recherche, de même 

qu’en tant que mentor et superviseure de stage, elle a contribué à la formation de plusieurs 

audiologistes qui œuvrent au pays et ailleurs dans le monde, et elle continue de le faire. L’évolution de 

la pratique audiologique de même que la qualité de la formation lui tiennent particulièrement à cœur. 

Josée Lagacé a travaillé dans différents milieux, tels que des centres hospitaliers, des cabinets privés et 

des laboratoires de recherche, avant d’entreprendre ses études doctorales. Depuis le début de sa 



 

 

2021 VIRTUAL CONFERENCE / CONFÉRENCE VIRTUELLE 2021 

carrière, elle participe à différents comités de travail au sein d’associations et ordres professionnels. Elle 

est actuellement co-rédactrice pour la Revue canadienne d’audiologie et d’orthophonie. 

Divulgation du conférencier: Dr. Josée Lagacé n’a pas eu aucune relation financière ou non-financière 

pertinente au cours des 12 derniers mois. 

 

STEPHEN GRONER, MS, CCC-SLP 
Friday October 1st, 8:30 – 10:00 am 

A Crash Course on Stuttering Assessment and Treatment From 

Preschoolers to Adults 

It isn’t breaking news that many speech-language pathologists don’t feel comfortable with treating 

stuttering. Brisk, Healey, and Husk (1997) found over 40% don’t feel confident in their ability to treat 

stuttering. Since new incidence and prevalence rates from the 

21st century assert that up to 8% of children may stutter at some 

point in their development (up from the oft-cited 5% figure 

from older studies), speech-language pathologists’ comfort 

and confidence in treating stuttering is paramount to give 

those children their best ability to speak as fluently, 

easily, and happily as they can (Yairi & Ambrose, 2013). 

To give speech-language pathologists more of this 

essential comfort and confidence, this presentation 

will provide a high-value crash course in assessing and 

treating stuttering. 

Learner Outcomes: After attending this presentation, 

learner will be able to: 

1) Define the “Four F’s” of stuttering assessment 

and how to evaluate them 

2) Demonstrate four preschool stuttering treatment 

techniques 

3) Demonstrate ten school-age stuttering treatment techniques 

4) Demonstrate six adolescent and adult stuttering treatment techniques 

Agenda:  

• 0-5 Minutes: Introduction, Disclosures, and Session Agenda 

• 5-15 Minutes: Definition, Examples, and Updated Incidence and Prevalence Rates of Stuttering 

• 15-35 Minutes: Assessing the Four F’s of Stuttering: Fluency, Feelings, Familiar People Ratings, 

and (Overall) Functional Impact 
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• 35-45 Minutes: Demonstration and Practice of Four Preschool-Age Stuttering Treatment 

Techniques 

• 45-60 Minutes: Demonstration and Practice of Ten School-Age Stuttering Treatment Techniques 

• 60-75 Minutes: Demonstration and Practice of Six Adolescent and Adult Stuttering Treatment 

Techniques 

• 75-90 Minutes: Practical Counseling Activities 

• 110-120 Minutes: Questions and Conclusion 

Speaker Bio:  Stephen Groner, MS, CCC-SLP is a speech-language pathologist and person who stutters who owns a 

private practice in Lancaster, PA where he helps clients who stutter and clutter speak as fluently, easily, and 

happily as they can. He also shares his fluency knowledge with SLPs through his “Fluency School Stuttering 

Toolbox.” 

Speaker Disclosure: Stephen Groner, MS, CCC-SLP is self-employed by Beat Stuttering, LLC dba SLP 

Stephen and is the creator of the “Fluency School Stuttering Toolbox” for which he receives 

compensation for sales. No relevant non-financial disclosures exist.  He has no other relevant financial or 

relevant non-financial relationships to disclose. 

 

DR. ASHWINI NAMASIVAYAM-MACDONALD 
Friday October 1st, 8:30 – 10:00 am 

Best Practices for Dysphagia Management in Older Adults 

Description of Presentation:  Older adults present with a myriad of health challenges – many of which 

are inextricably linked to dysphagia. As such, we need to consider the whole patient and take a multi-

pronged approach to care. This session will focus on many of the factors that need to be addressed 

when we work with older adults. We will discuss 

presbyphagia, determining swallowing pathophysiology, 

nutrition, caregiver burden, and health-related quality 

of life. Best practices for screening, assessing, and 

treating dysphagia will also be covered. 

Speaker Bio:  Ashwini Namasivayam-MacDonald is a 

clinically-trained speech-language pathologist and 

Assistant Professor in the School of Rehabilitation 

Science at McMaster University. Her overarching 

research goal is to develop a more comprehensive and 

collaborative approach to dysphagia management that 

unites the biomedical and psychosocial aspects of care. 

Her current research focuses on developing multidisciplinary 

interventions to prevent impairment and maintain swallowing function in older adults, and 

understanding dysphagia in older adults with dementia as well as dysphagia-related caregiver burden in 
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caregivers of older adults. Projects in her lab are currently funded by the Drummond Foundation, 

Alzheimer’s Society, Canadian Institutes of Health Research, and the National Institutes of Health 

Research in the United States. Ashwini is highly motivated to conduct clinically salient research that 

impacts patient care in order to improve health and quality of life. Ashwini was the 2020 recipient of the 

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association Early Career Contributions in Research Award. 

Speaker Disclosure: Dr. Namasivayam-MacDonald is employed as an Assistant Professor at McMaster University, 

receives grant funding as a scientist for the Alzheimer’s Society/CIHR and the Drummond Foundation.  In addition, 

she offers in-kind support as a contracted researcher to E2 Scientific.   

 

DR. DANY PINEAULT, Aud 
Friday October 1st, 10:15 – 11:45 am 

Latest Perspectives and Evidence-Based Assessment and Management 
Strategies for Tinnitus.  

In March 2019, a landmark health report published by 
Statistics Canada revealed that 37% (9.2 million) of 
Canadians experienced tinnitus. This is more than double 
the previously estimated value of 15%. Audiologists’ 
fundamental understanding of the auditory system and 
exhaustive knowledge in hearing aid technology position 
them as leaders in tinnitus care. The latest research data 
and clinical practice guidelines discussed in this presentation 
will give audiologists the opportunity to transfer all skills 
gained in the assessment and management of hearing loss 
onto the treatment of patients with tinnitus. This session is 
intended for audiologists interested in adding tinnitus 
services to their clinic’s portfolio. 
  

Part 1: Reviewing Current Knowledge on 
Tinnitus. 

Course Objectives: The goal of course Part 1 is to review and 
update current knowledge of tinnitus in terms of: 

• definition; 
• classification systems; 
• prevalence; 
• etiology; 
• neural mechanisms, and 
• clinical manifestations. 

 
Learning Outcomes: By the end of this morning webinar, you will be able to:  
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• differentiate between non-pulsatile (subjective) and pulsatile (objective) tinnitus and 
conditions/disorders often associated with their respective development; 

• describe recent epidemiological data in Canada; 
• list populations at risk; 
• explain complications and impacts on QOL.; 
• specify exacerbating and maintaining factors; 
• differentiate between patients with bothersome vs non-bothersome tinnitus;  
• describe an experiment illustrating that “ringing in the ears” can be experienced among normal 

hearing adults without tinnitus.  

 

Friday October 1st, 1:30 – 3:00 pm 

Part 2: Evaluating and Treating the Tinnitus Patient. 
 
Course Objectives: The goal of this afternoon presentation/webinar (Part 2) is to review and update 
current tinnitus clinical practice guidelines in terms of: 

• comprehensive assessment protocol; 
• evidence-based management strategies (i.e.: counseling, amplification and sound therapy); 
• person- and family- centered care approach to promote the use of a shared making decision 

process based on best available research evidence and patient's values, preferences and life 
circumstances. 

 
Learning Outcomes: By the end of this afternoon webinar, you will be able to:  

• discuss the three axes of a comprehensive audiological assessment for the tinnitus patient; 
• explain the role of standardized questionnaires in tinnitus assessment; 
• explain the quality of evidence associated with current audiological strategies; 
• develop treatment plans and referrals based on audiological considerations; 
• list important counseling skills, attitudes and knowledge to possess with the tinnitus patient; 
• explain hearing aid electroacoustic features and fitting rational critical for tinnitus relief; 
• discuss mechanisms of action proposed to explain the positive benefits of amplification; 
• discuss positive effects of sound therapy despite low level of evidence. 

 
Speaker Bio: Dr. Dany Pineault is a passionate audiologist with over 20 years of extensive clinical 
experience, in both private and non-profit organizations, specializing in the management of problematic 
tinnitus, hyperacusis and hearing loss. He is also an adjunct assistant professor at A.T. Still University at 
the Post-Professional Doctor of Audiology program. He teaches the theoretical and clinical foundations 
of tinnitus and hyperacusis evaluation and management course. He also serves as a research advisor for 
Statistics Canada and has co-authored three Health Reports on hearing health problems. Finally, he is a 
leading content expert and has published articles with the Hearing Journal and the Phonak Audiology 
Blog.  

Speaker Disclosure: Dr. Dany Pineault has not had any relevant financial or non-financial relationships 

during the past 12 months.  
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JENNIE BJOREM, M.A., CCC-SLP 
Friday October 1st, 10:15 – 11:45 am 

Young Children & Childhood Apraxia of Speech - Assessment 

Description of presentation: Review of characteristics of CAS and how to complete an informal dynamic 
evaluation to identify children with motor planning speech disorders. 
 
Abstract: A recent survey collected by 

Bjorem Speech indicated that over 40% 

of SLP's consider themselves novice/still 

learning in the area of CAS. During this 

course we will outline the 

characteristics of CAS and how they 

differentiate from other speech 

disorders and how that impacts a 

differential diagnosis. We will walk 

through the evaluation process, learn 

how to choose targets and write goals 

that support a motor planning speech 

disorder. 

Learning Objectives:  

• Participants will be able to identify the characteristics of CAS that separate the diagnosis from 

other speech sound disorders.  

• Participants will become familiar with differential diagnostic criteria for CAS and learn how to 

informally assess.  

• Participants will be able to describe how target selection for CAS is different than selection other 

speech sound disorders. 

Agenda:  

• 60 minutes: Defining, Describing and Dynamic Assessment of CAS 

• 30 minutes: Target Selection & Goal Writing 

Speaker Bio: Jennie received her bachelor’s degree in Communication Sciences and Disorders from Saint 

Louis University and graduated from Truman State University with her master’s degree in 

Communication Sciences and Disorders in May 1999. She has a great understanding from a parent 

perspective as she has a young child with special needs. She is the owner of Children’s Therapy Services 

in Overland Park, Kansas. Jennie’s area of expertise is in early intervention birth through 5, parent 

education and childhood apraxia of speech. She has carried a caseload of 24 children with CAS for the 

past 5 years. Jennie is recognized for her advanced training and expertise in Childhood Apraxia of 

Speech by Apraxia Kids. She has presented at the Apraxia Kids national conference, ASHA, ASHA 
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Connect, Bay Atlantic University in Istanbul and around the country. Jennie is the creator of the Bjorem 

Speech Sound Cues for acquisition of speech and literacy. 

Speaker Disclosure: Jennie is the owner of Bjorem Speech Publications, LLC and recieves a salary from 

the sales of products. She is also the owner of Children's Therapy Services, Inc. where she receives a 

salary for her services. The videos and children presented in the presentation are current or past clients 

at Children's Therapy Services. 

 

DR MÉLISSA DI SANTE, M.P.O., PH.D. 
Vendredi 1er octobre 2021, 10h15 à 11h45 

Les inférences à l'oral du préscolaire au primaire 

Description:  Dès l’âge préscolaire, les enfants développent l’habileté à faire des inférences, c’est-à-dire 
à faire des liens entre leur vécu et/ou leurs connaissances et le langage qu’ils entendent. Cette habileté 
se raffine à l’âge scolaire.  

Que disent les données scientifiques actuelles sur les 
différents types d’inférences que les enfants peuvent 
faire et sur leur ordre d’acquisition? Existe-il des outils 
francophones existants pour évaluer les habiletés 
inférentielles ? Comment soutenir le développement 
des inférences par le biais de nos interventions en 
orthophonie ? 

Cette conférence aura pour objectif de répondre à ces 
questions à la lumière de la littérature scientifique 
disponible actuellement. 

Biographie du conférencier:  Mélissa Di Sante est 
orthophoniste diplômée de l’Université de Montréal. 
Actuellement stagiaire postdoctorale dans le domaine 
de la santé publique et chargée de cours en 
orthophonie, elle s’intéresse particulièrement au 
développement du langage d’enfants qui grandissent 
en contexte d’adversité. Parallèlement à ses travaux de 
recherche, Mélissa demeure une grande passionnée 
par la diffusion et à la vulgarisation de l’information 
scientifique sur le développement du langage et 
l’intervention en orthophonie. Elle est d’ailleurs cofondatrice de la plateforme de recherche «Tout cuit 
dans le bec », qui a pour but de soutenir les orthophonistes dans l’intégration des faits scientifiques à 
leur pratique clinique.   

Divulgation du conférencier: Marie-Ève n’a pas eu aucune relation financière ou non-financière 

pertinente au cours des 12 derniers mois.  

https://cuitdanslebec.wordpress.com/
https://cuitdanslebec.wordpress.com/
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SUSAN HOWEY, SLP 
Friday October 1st, 10:15 – 11:45 am 

Practical AAC Tools for Adults 

Description of Presentation:  The field of Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) is a rapidly 

evolving area of clinical practice particularly given the fast-paced nature of technological advances. This 

presentation will provide an up-to-date overview of AAC strategies that are relevant to clients living in 

New Brunswick. 

Learning Objectives: 

• Obtain practical ideas for both low-tech and 

high-tech AAC that are useful in New Brunswick. 

• Receive an overview of communication apps and 

other high-tech resources including what is 

available in both French and English. 

• Compare AAC tools based on key features. 

 

Speaker Bio:  Susan is a Speech-Language Pathologist 

with over 20 years of experience in neurorehabilitation. 

She is a graduate of the Department of Speech-

Language Pathology at the University of Toronto and has 

worked in a variety of settings spanning acute care to 

community reintegration in both Ontario and New 

Brunswick. She is currently a member of the Adult 

Neurorehabilitation Team at the Stan Cassidy Centre for 

Rehabilitation. 

Speaker Disclosure: Susan Howey has not had any relevant 

financial or non-financial relationships during the past 12 months. 
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AMY GRAHAM, M.A., CCC-SLP 
Friday October 1st, 1:30 – 3:00 pm 

Principles of Motor Learning and the Treatment of Childhood Apraxia of 

Speech 

In recent years, interest in the “principles of motor learning”, as it relates to treatment outcomes in 

children with Childhood Apraxia of Speech, has grown (Maas et al., 2008). We now know that using 

“principles of motor learning” in speech therapy can help speech language pathologists improve the 

motor speech skills among children with Childhood Apraxia of Speech. But, it’s often difficult for SLPs to 

know exactly how to incorporate these principles into therapy effectively. To help SLPs understand how 

to turn theory into practice, this presentation will provide a brief 

overview of principles of motor learning (i.e., practice distribution, 

practice variability, schedule of practice, complexity of tasks, and 

practice feedback) and demonstrate how these principles can be 

put to use, with practical therapy tips and ideas they can use 

immediately. Videos of actual therapy sessions will be presented to 

show examples of PMLs being used in real world speech therapy 

situations. 

Learning Outcomes:  

• Participants will be able to differentiate between motor 

learning and motor performance 

• Participants will identify 5 core principles of motor learning 

as it relates to CAS therapy 

• Participants will be able to describe how to incorporate each 

principle into treatment of CAS 

• Participants will be able to plan a therapy session 

integrating principles of motor learning 

Speaker Bio:  Amy is a speech language pathologist and owner of 

Graham Speech Therapy, a private practice in Colorado Springs that 

specializes in pediatric speech sound disorders.  She received both her bachelors and masters degrees in 

Communicative Disorders from California State University, Fullerton and has been an SLP for over 20 

years.  Amy is the creator of the Graham Speech Therapy Oral-Facial Exam and the Bjorem Speech 

Sound Cues Deck for Lateralization, has been a guest on numerous SLP podcasts, and is listed on the 

Apraxia Kids Directory of SLPs with expertise in Apraxia.  She has a particular interest in supporting and 

equipping SLPs to help them provide evidence-based treatment by posting frequent therapy videos and 

practical therapy tips on social media. 

Speaker Disclosure: Amy Graham has not had any relevant financial or non-financial relationships during 

the past 12 months.  
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RACHEL MADEL, M.A., CCC-SLP 
Friday October 1st, 1:30 – 3:00 pm 

AAC Essentials: What Every SLP Needs to Know  

This course will teach participants essential guidelines to consider when assessing and implementing 

Augmentative Alternative Communication (AAC)  across a diverse population of students. Attendees will 

learn how to select appropriate vocabulary, support user motor planning, provide effective prompting 

strategies and successfully train a student’s circle of support to achieve optimal outcomes. Additional 

emphasis will be on virtual tools that can be utilized with emergent AAC users to facilitate outcomes.  

Objectives: 

• Participants will list a variety of common 

considerations necessary to select and 

implement AAC successfully. 

• Participants will recognize basic strategies to 

successfully support communication with 

AAC users. 

• Participants will name at least 3 new tools 

that can be utilized in-person or virtually to 

facilitate language opportunities with AAC 

users.  

Speaker Bio:  Rachel Madel M.A.,CCC-SLP is a Los 

Angeles-based speech-language pathologist and communication expert dedicated to coaching parents 

and professionals on how to incorporate technology to best support speech and language development. 

Rachel presents both nationally and abroad on the use of augmentative alternative communication 

(AAC) for children with complex communication needs and coaches clinicians, teachers and parents on 

integrating technology in classrooms and at home to support communication. When she’s not working 

with children in her private practice in Los Angeles, she co-hosts a weekly podcast called “Talking With 

Tech” that focuses on best practices in AAC. She is the founder of a digital media company that provides 

educational resources, therapy materials and training videos to help support parents and professionals 

of children with autism. Her work has been featured in Autism Parenting Magazine, United States 

Society for Augmentative and Alternative Communication, Speech Science, Praactical AAC, Xceptional Ed, 

Closing the Gap and ChildNEXUS. 

Speaker Disclosure: Rachel Madel currently has or has had the following relevant financial relationships 

during the past 12 months: www.rachelmadel.com, Owner, Revenue from resources; Talking with Tech, 

Co-host, Advertising revenue.    

http://bit.ly/twtpod
http://bit.ly/twtpod
http://rachelmadel.com/
http://www.rachelmadel.com/
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DR. PASCAL LEFEBVRE 
Vendredi 1er octobre 2021, 13h30 à 15h00 

Les sons de la parole et la conscience phonologique 

Description:  Le développement de la production des sons de la parole est intimement relié à d'autres 

habiletés de traitement phonologique incluant la conscience phonologique. Les différents troubles 

des sons de la parole peuvent avoir des conséquences non seulement sur l'intelligibilité des enfants, 

mais aussi sur leur apprentissages scolaires en littératie. La présentation abordera le développement, 

l'évaluation et le traitement des sons de la parole et de la conscience phonologique chez les enfants 

francophones, anglophones et bilingues et l'importance d'une approche préventive dans ce domaine en 

orthophonie. 

Biographie du conférencier:  Pascal Lefebvre est 

professeur agrégé et orthophoniste aux programmes 

d’orthophonie de l’Université Laurentienne à 

Sudbury, Ontario. Ses travaux de recherche portent 

sur l’éveil à l’écrit chez les jeunes enfants, sur les 

troubles de sons de la parole, ainsi que sur la 

prévention des difficultés de lecture et d’écriture. Il 

s’est impliqué dans l’implantation de la lecture 

interactive enrichie dans les milieux éducatifs en 

petite enfance et de la réponse à l’intervention dans 

de nombreuses écoles primaires francophones du 

Québec et de l’Ontario. 

Divulgation du conférencier: Dr. Lefebvre n’a pas eu 

aucune relation financière ou non-financière 

pertinente au cours des 12 derniers mois. 
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DR. REGINA JOKEL 
Friday October 1st, 1:30 – 3:00 pm 

Adult Neurological Disorders 

Description:  This presentation will cover the most important aspects of a clinical assessment and 

treatment of cognitive communication in dementia. Through video recorded case examples the 

audience will become familiar with communication profiles characterizing different types of dementia, 

including primary progressive aphasia (PPA). Essential assessment tools and most appropriate 

intervention options based on existing evidence will be discussed.  

Speaker Bio:  Dr. Jokel received her M.H.Sc. and Ph.D. 
degrees in Speech-Language Pathology from University 
of Toronto. She is an Associate Professor at the 
University of Toronto and Clinician Associate at Rotman 
Research Institute, where she conducts research on 
preventing language decline in aging, virtual reality 
applications to dementia caregiving, and designing 
novel intervention approaches to primary progressive 
aphasia (PPA), including non-invasive brain stimulation. 
She also consults to various memory clinics and is the 
only practicing clinician scientist conducting clinical 
intervention research in PPA in Canada. She assessed 
the first patient with PPA in Canada and pioneered PPA 
intervention, including publications on the first imaging 
study in semantic PPA and first group intervention for 
PPA. She also contributed to the computational analysis 
of Agatha Christie’s writing suggestive of dementia in 
her late life. Dr. Jokel was awarded the Age Plus prize by 
the Canadian Institutes of Health Research for a 
significant contribution to research on aging. She was also 
nominated for the prestigious Weston Brain Institute Outstanding Achievement Award for her work in 
PPA and was awarded the Distinguished Service Award from the University of Toronto Alumni 
Association. 

Speaker Disclosure: Dr. Regina Jokel has not had any relevant financial or non-financial relationships 

during the past 12 months. 


