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Committee:  PR - Biennial Conference planning Sept. 27-28, 2019 

Chair:   Gloria Yachyshen 

Members:  Cathy Cormier, Heather Martin, Janine Landry, and Mike Harvey (ex    

  officio),  Diane DeCoste (as required) 

Meeting Date: Friday, Jan. 11, 2019; 12:00-13:00 (teleconference) 

Dial:  Teleconference #1-888-882-9090 (participant 9845752#; chair 5008760#) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Present:  Janine Landry, Mike Harvey, Cathy Cormier, Gloria Yachyshen, Heather Martin, Diane  

  DeCoste 

Regrets:  Shirley Corbett  

 

Selection of Secretary for Minutes: Janine Landry agreed to act as secretary 

 

Guest Speakers/Schedule - Update (Gloria) 

- Stephane Bourrassa: Confirmed for Friday and a 1/2 day Saturday. Topics to be narrowed in future.   

 - David McFarlane (dysphagia French): an e-mail was sent but there is no response yet. If David is 

unable to attend then others will be contacted. 

- Audiology presenter: Janine Virge to present on Saturday. 

 

Breakout sessions 

 - Cathy to draft letter/email inviting members or others to submit a draft to present a 30-minute 

presentation. Heather to translate. Mike will distribute to membership. Letter/email to include a 

deadline for submissions for the end of March so a program can be drafted. Gloria agreed to approach 

two audiologists at URVH (Allison and Matt) for suggestions for audiology break out presenters. 

 - Committee is also encouraged to approach people personally before then requesting involvement. 

 - Call for speakers will also be placed in June ECHO and posted on the website. 

 - After submissions are received committee to meet face-to-face to discuss schedule, book rooms, 

confirm Audio Visual and translation requirements.  

- An honorarium of a discounted cost for the conference will be offered to presenters. 

 

 Silent Auction: 

- We agreed to having a silent auction before AGM dinner with each region contributing a basket. 

Winner to be announced at the dinner.  

 - Proceeds to go to Healing Hands for Haiti. Heather to approach Kim MacKeigan, who is involved with 

the charity to coordinate. Gloria was also going to ask Dianne Sharpe to assist if needed.  

 

Exhibitors 

 - Mike confirmed that there will be space available to accommodate exhibitors 

 - Exhibitors will be asked to contribute an item to the silent auction in exchange for the opportunity to 

attend.  

Action: Who will approach exhibitors? Who will be invited? 

 

Meals/Menu (Mike) 

-  Cost estimate with latest changes (file sent via email) confirming:  

 Day One: a.m. nutrition break, lunch, p.m. nutrition break, , supper with AGM  

Day Two: a.m. nutrition break, lunch 



 - presentations to conclude between 2:00-3:00 so that people could leave rather than providing a 

second nutrition break). 

Action: confirm selection of meals 

 

Conference cost (Mike) 

-Cost per attendee: Mike distributed a current cost estimate based on costs known to date based on 80 

people attending of $357.10.  

- Committee looked at ways to reduce cost to $300 per attendee by: 

 - opening attendance to Stephane Bourassa to others such as teachers, OT's at $100/per 

 - request to NBASLPA for support through application to Training Transfer Fund  

 - possible reduction of payment and travel costs for guest speakers 

 

Next Meeting: Mike to send out Doodle poll 

 

Adjournment: 1245 

 

  

 


