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Minutes 
 

Committee: PR 
Chair: Gloria Yachyshen 
Members: Cathy Cormier, Heather Martin, Janine Landry, Shirley Corbett and Mike 

Harvey (Ex-Officio), Diane DeCoste (as required) 
Date of Meeting: Friday, November 16th 2018, 12:00-13:00 (teleconference) 
 
Dial: Teleconference # 1-888-882-9090 (participant #9845752; chair #5008760) 
________________________________________________________________ 
Present: Heather, Cathy, Diane, Janine, Mike, Gloria. 

Regrets: Shirley. 

Call to order:  12:05 

 

Menu (Mike) 

Mike reviewed the answers provided by Crowne Plaza to some questions posed by 
the ctte about meals.  In terms of meals, the ctte has an initial plan and will wait to 
submit, as cost may be an issue.  There is probably no need to submit the meal 
selection until April 2019.  The cost of having supper during the AGM was also 
discussed.  It may bring more participants if the meal is free.  Diane mentioned that 
participation at the AGM was an issue in the past until a meal was provided.  The 
ctte continued to discuss various aspects of costs/fees, incl. the arrangement with 
Crowne Plaza.  
 
Action item:  Mike to check the agreement to confirm if there is an impact, financial or 
otherwise, to changing provider i.e. going to the WU Center, or to change the 
number of days req’d. 

 

Guest Speakers – Update (Gloria) 
 
The ctte reviewed the latest update sent by Gloria about Guest Speakers.  Gloria 
had discussions with Jenn O’Donnell about considerations for the conference 2019; 
technology now allows for at-a-distance collaboration, presentations, discussions, 
etc.  Additionally, there are numerous other national and provincial education events 
to compete with.    
 
A question was raised about the purpose of the conference, which appears elusive at 
this point for the group.  So many other approaches to education exist today, is it 
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necessary to have a conference utilizing often costly Guest Speakers, or would an 
event that offered even more networking opportunities, poster boards, working 
groups, focus groups, case studies, and others be more beneficial at a lower cost?  
The latter could be held on the second, while the first day would focus on the AGM 
more than Guest Speakers (AGM at lunch to save money), or a one-day gathering 
could be used to minimize hotel cost for members.  A dinner could still be help on the 
first day and have a Keynote Speaker maybe followed by a social event. 
 
The ctte felt that NBASLPA may be at a juncture when it comes to the two-day 
conference and maybe rebranding and changing the format of the conference is 
required.   
 
Action item: Gloria will start an email chain to try to come up with a clearer plan to be 
presented to the EC during their F2F meeting, 24th Nov 2018.  Members of the ctte 
will contribute to the plan via email. 
 
Action:  Mike will inform the EC about the update via telephone on the 24th Nov, and 
inform the ctte of the time they should dial in for the call. 
 
Next Meeting  A Doodle Poll will be conducted for the next meeting, once the EC 
has been briefed and their perspective and direction have been communicated.  
 
Round Table  Nil. 
 
Adjournment 13.02         


